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Putting Soviet enigma in focus

A work of art doesn't exist in a
vacuum. It can take on different
meamngs depending on how and
when it is shown, and each viewer
brings a different set of experi-
ences to the art,

The Contemporary Arts Center
is featuring the work of three
photographers from the Soviet
Union. Most of the prints are black
and white, and the few in color are
muted colors. The images are
emgmatic, forcing viewers to re-
solve the questions they raise,

In the next gallery there are
bright, pin-up nudes by Tom Wes-
selmann, simple but sophisticated
symbols of a society in which ad-
vertising sets the styles,

Walking from one gallery to the
other, from the sober pessimism of
one to the superficial optimism of
the other, is like traveling from the
USSR to the USA. Unintentionally,
these two unrelated exhibitions are
linked by their lack of similarities.

Work appears Russian

The exhibition of “Contempo-
rary Soviet Photographers” fea-
tures almost 100 photographs by
photographers from Kharkov, Cin-
cinnati’s sister city in the Ukraine,
Who can say if their art reflects
trends in Soviet photography? Bet-
ter to say that their work appears
Russian to American eyes,

Findsen

cialist government, a false struc-
ture imposed on a traditional soci-
ety, but that, he points out, is
interpretation and not explanation.

Maslov seems to be seeking out
the cultures within a society. He
shows photos of gypsies, circus
performers and other outsiders
that, Sawyer says, may be a com-
ment on the fallure of the Soviet
system to homogenize diverse cul-
tures and customs. A reporter, he
shows the world without manipu-
lating the photograph, but his pic-
tures still are enigmatic.

Pavlov covers all the bases. As a
photojournalist he documents pa-
tients undergoing treatment for
alcoholism, but his photos tell a
larger, more tragic story of futility
and suffering. While most photog-

raphers eliminate dust specks,
Favlov often “spots” his prints
with red ink, exposing the flaws.
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Like Suprin, Pavlov creates
photo-collages, but he arranges his
bits and pieces as if he were creat-
ing a medieval tapestry. He evokes
classical images in many of his
works, particularly in a scene of
nude swimmers, whose poses sug-
gest a gathering of Greek gods.

Pavlov's color prints contain im-
ages printed over images, at the
same time enhancing and obscur-
ing the message of the picture.
Sawyer sees this complexity as a
reaction against the single image,
realistic simplicity of official Soviet
realist art,

There is so much to see in so
many photos that it takes time to
absorb it all. The flood of images
becomes overwhelming unless you
walk away, stroll through the Wes-
selmann show to cleanse your pal-
ette, then, return for further ex-
ploration.

“Contemporary Soviet Photog-
raphers” is at the Contemporary
Arts Center, 115 E. Fifth St.,
downtown, through March 9.
Hours: 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday-Sat-
urday; 1-5 p.m. Sunday. Admis-
sion: $2 for adults; $1 for students
and senior citizens. Free to all on
Mondays. Information: 721-0390,
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Allan Show.
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Il three  photographers

and Alexandr Suprin — were first
seen by Cincnnati photographer
Corson Hirschifeld, who wisited

Kharkov with a Sister City delega- :
tion. Hirschfeld 1s co-curator of the |

exhibition with CAC curator Jack
SAWYer,

I'he three present a mix of
surrealism and photojournalism.
suprin’s photos are fantastic photo
manipulations that create a new
reality. Maslov 15 a photojournahst
who records what he sees without
comment. Pavlov covers the range
between photogournalism and fan-
tasy, providing a link between the
other two.

Suprin’s work is the most unre-
al, but also the most consistent. He

shows a world usually discovered |

only in dreams. A bearded old man
huddled in hat and cloak stands in
front of a forest of branches laced
with ice. Whoever he really is, he
becomes an elf from a fairy tale,
An evil witch hovers over an inno-
cent girl who holds a puppy. Be-
hind them are thatched roofs of a
Russian village and a huge nest of
storks, all under a brooding sky.

The photos are high-contrast,
grainy collages, usually photo-
graphed with a wide-angle lens,
with deep, one point perspective.
But tew images are a single photo.
A mass of umbrellas, a cluster of
giant sunflowers, a mountain of
melons are reality piled upon real-
ty until all becomes unreal, and the
viewer 15 forced to create his own
contéext to resolve the mystérious
Images

Sawyer sees a false reality in
the images that suggests the so-
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TVAND GET OUT
. OF THE HOUSE!

SEE THE TEENAGE MUTANT
MIMJA TURTLES LIVE ON STAGE
IN THE ULTIMATE SHOWDOWN!
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Makin' it great!®
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Appearing Live on Stage
Friday » Mar 8th « 7:30pm
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Reserved Seals Go On Sale
A Monday al 10AM!
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More than a lesson in love!
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Jan. 10-feb. 3

LINCINNAT] PLAYHOUSE
IN THE PARK

Co-produced by CIGNA Indiwvidua
Financial Services, Inc

CALL 421-3888 TODAY FOR TICKETS
OR ANY TR .Ef?u: STES
OUTLET 749-4949

The 1990-91 Season is presented

by Heidelberg Dist. Co

™ I R e e

John and Mary spent the weekend at
T'he Westin because of the Fountain Square
view, buy one - get one free Sunday
brunch, reduced price carriage ride, free
valet parking, use of the pool and fitness
center and discounts on shopping.

YEAH, RIGHT!
: I'he I..I.!II'I'I|.I-JI.'I!{" Westin Weekemnd I::J.'Iu:_“:,_“- with over 100,040
in discounts, includes everything menuoned above and more
lor only $119.00 a nlghi. In case vou don't have ume for the
extras, A room isell s only $99.00, Call 1-513-621-7 706 for
reservations and information.

THE WESTIN HOTEL

Cincinnati

HOTELS & RISORTS
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